“…Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”                                – Matthew 25:40 – NRSV Bible

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Frederiksted, St. Croix, the United States Virgin Islands is responding to the words of our Lord, Jesus Christ above to engage our local and international community. We realize that if God is the Father of us all, and Christ is our Brother, then all people are, indeed, members of the same family of which we are members, too. And family members care for each other.
 
So, we will do our parts to help people in need. We cannot do everything, but we will do little by little, beginning with our local community, and beyond, through our Parish Outreach Committee.

BETHLEHEM HOUSE
[image: Bethlehem House]Bethlehem House shelter for the Homeless on Kingshill, St. Croix is a ministry of Catholic Charities of the Virgin Islands. They provide emergency shelter, two daily meals, personal counseling, educational and recreational programs, and advocacy and referral services for battered, homeless women and children. 

Our parish has been involved with Bethlehem House for about five years now, contributing food, dental supplies, detergents, toiletries for children and adults, detergents, personal hygiene supplies such as skin lotion, shampoo conditioner, feminine sanitary items, cooking utensils and furniture. Please remember them with these items when you’re out shopping.

ABANDONED BABIES AND CHILDREN is a program of Feed the Children, a US based charity. For two years now our parish has sent money to support at least one baby in the Dagoretti Children’s Center in Nairobi, Kenya in East Africa. 
[image: photos from the Dagoretti Children's Center]






[image: http://imgtn2.qbyrd.com/ts?t=12723144302071382894&pid=23296&ppid=13]For nine dollars a month, you can offer a child rehabilitation therapy, food, shelter, medical care, the chance for an education, and the hope for a brighter future. You can request and receive the picture of the child you’re supporting. You can learn more at www.feedthechildren.org.

[image: http://www.ctsisters.org/Centro_Buen_Pastor_small.jpg]Since October, 2007 when our rector led a four-person fact-finding mission team to San Pedro de Macoris, the Dominican Republic, we made a standing commitment to pay for safe drinking water to the residents of very poor communities there through the CENTRO de BUEN PASTOR. For many of the children in these communities, this Center is their only assurance of at least one meal a day and a school.

We have placed in church a LIFE CHANGE VESSEL as a weekly opportunity for worshippers to contribute to these 	   Centro Buen Pastor, a day school, clinic
two projects.                      and community center in San Pedro de 
                                          Macoris, the Dominican Republic                                   
[image: Map show the location of Liberia in West Africa]Our biggest project is the BROMELY EPISCOPAL MISSION SCHOOL, an all girls boarding school fifteen miles outside of Monrovia, Liberia, run by the Episcopal church of Liberia.
The School’s Mission is to provide each student with a diverse education, to meet her academic, spiritual and social needs in a safe, supportive environment that promotes discipline, self-motivation and excellence in learning in order to be serviceable to her community and nation.

The Future - Bromley, once a premier school in Liberia, was forced to close during the most violent part of the war, during which time the campus was decimated. It reopened in 2003 with rescued orphans from refugee camps and with few resources. Today, Bromley educates nearly 200 students from the local community. Looking ahead Bromley hopes to shine as the jewel it once was, offering a superior education in an environment of equality for the young women who are the burgeoning leaders of tomorrow.   
[image: H:\Bromely 1.JPG]
Scholarship Initiative
Bromley needs scholarships for the orphaned students. Each scholarship is $1000 a year.  Our goal is for our church 
to provide at least one 	The Presiding Bishop of The
scholarship to give 		Episcopal Church visiting Bromely
hope and ensure 	 		in January, 2010
a future for one otherwise hopeless girl. Since this is a big one, the Outreach Committee will sponsor a fundraiser or two for this purpose. We ask you kindly to support the effort. Additionally, you may choose to give a tax deductible Donation by a making check or Money Order to: 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church with "for Bromley School" 
on the memo line.    
Small acts of kindness equal Great change. 

Finally, the people of Haiti still need our prayers and support. We can continue to help them overcome their suffering by using the Episcopal Relief and Development envelope in our church Offering Box.

Thank you for your generosity. May God bless you and your family.
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